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ISRAEL’S INDEPENDENCE DAY AND THE HEBREW CALENDAR
Shai Walter

Independence Day is a national holiday that was established by the State of Israel,
and carries religious significance for some Jews in Israel and around the world. It
was decided by the state institutions that Independence Day would be determined
by the Hebrew calendar. For this reason, Independence Day is affected by the
unique characteristics and rules of the Hebrew calendar, and has entered its list of
significant dates.

Notably, the determination of Independence Day’s observance also takes
the Jewish weekly cycle into consideration, with the intention of not allowing
Independence Day to fall on or near the Sabbath due to the celebrations and rituals
which would involve its desecration.

The purpose of this study is to examine the calendrical aspects of Independence
Day, thereby gaining an appreciation of the history behind the determination of its
date and of the interesting challenges arising with the advent of this new national
religious observance.
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